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THE AMERICAN
REVOLUTION

PART |--1775-1780

When the “Shot Heard ‘Round the World”
was fired on that fateful day, April 19, 17735, dirs
Lexington and then at Concord, Massachusetts, th
13 American Colonies began their long and difficult
‘Revaltiboasyy Wasagainst their mother country,
England. The easy success in pushing the Engli
soldiers back to Boston on that first day waseébllo
by eight years of struggle, filled with few esiccess
and many disappointments.

The patriot army quigksursaumadediethethe
British troops in Boston , fought well when trey we
attacked on Bunker Hill, and soon greeted their ne
Commandein-Chief, General George Washington.
(right). In the following year, in March, 1776,

General Washington, using cannohs edptuFattat For

Ticonderoga in New York by Ethan Allen and
Benedict Arnold, forced the British to abandon thei
occupation of Boston. The British soon recovered

however, and sent the largest expeditionary force

ever, 30,000 troops, to seize New York @ity in
August. For the next five years, the Britishowere
follow this tactiagajasthbAercEanseize tinesir
major ports and try to cut off regions of theyxount

To help Washington defend New York City,
Delaware sent

its Continental Regiment under
Colonel John Haslet, who
was from Dover, to join

Washington. The
regiment was at that time
the best dressed,

equipped, and disciplined
in the Army. Performing
bravely in their first
battle on Long Island,
N.Y., they were given the
name, “The Blue Hen's
Chicks,” a reference to
the fighting gamecocks
that they brought with them. Their bravery was no
enough, however, to prevent the British fromgpushin
the Americanarmy all ttre waybackthrough New

The fightin’
blue hen

Jersey and across the Delaware River into
PensyWaanida. Bit WAssinggoom), i aa vesyy ddaimay

counterattack, crossed the Delaware River on
Christmas Day and attacked the British and Hessian
soldiersat Trenton,N.J, inflicting @ sharp defeat

and tivem, aweek l@ter, a second defest abiPrimoeto

N.J. before going into winter quart@mmgically,

goL Haslet was killed in action at Princeton.

In 1777, the British sent a force from
anada to try to split off the New England states
mbined with a second attack up Chesapeake Bay

and through MaryidnandnDelelavear tseigeizthethe
American capital, Philadelphia. The British,cheade
by Lord ConvalliBis,

moved through
Elkton, Md tocattdakk
the American’s
fpamsticm IMESEHT

Cooch’s Bridgeonon
what is now Old
Baltimore Pike near
Glasgow High
School. This was the
only battle of the
Revolution fought in
Delaware. A short
time later, the largest
battle of the Revolution, the Battle of the
Brandywine, was fought nearby at Chadd$&ord, Pa
The Americans were again pushed back, but
perfimet wedl| emough for sa Fresdfitieaiiidr théh the
American Army to report back to France that the
Americans had fought well, even though the British
were able to capture Philadelmnid, fanch fbrief brief
time, Wilmington. Aftdterthibis setbidcick, GEmeralsls
Lafayette, Wayne, and Greene and others
resommerTdbet thedt thee Americaan Avmy sypendd thee
winter at Wilmington. Washington also favored
doing so; but, he wadeoedete dyootg d/adleyaFeygeorge
P Meanwhile, the British fone@yvingvsogithofrgmirom
Canada along the Hudson Riwas forced to
surrender at Sargmghly.N Instrumental in their
defeat was Benedict Arnold who was wounded in the
same leg that had been wounded in 1775 in a heroic
ttack to seize Quebec, Canada. The victory at
aratoga coupled with the performance at Chadds
Ford caused the FrencHawnf@madiiantemdth hid the
Americans and to help them against the British.




PART Il—1780-1781 PART lll
o o THE FRENCH -AMERICAN
Becausethéhesesairareof ofthéheCapdataikalat at ALLIANCE
Philadelphia, the largest city in the colonled,ttai
have any impact on the American war effort, the
British abasholoed dP Fitaldelelpiai at higs ef oltdMyinian oy e/ r
and turned their attention to the southern siidtes w

After the French signed a treaty of
conpereetam witth thee Americearss im Frediyusayy 1778,
plans to seize Charleston. In early 1780, British }:hr?r']g;']erer?)tvmzaw:’tvt;;h%rim'zz dbstuneii.e;WltIcl)le tth e
troops under Lord Cornwallis landed near P P upp

CharlestonSGuthtIC @aimizBo Tacountertehihmoveye, A?erlczn% r;.(;taom#ch had
Washington orderetieth2elBwi@ea@ndndaiyimytind changed by .d %mar:ly
Continental Regiments to march south, some 700 patrlotsl, it appeﬁre that tf ey
miles away. They arrived too late to save Qhnarlesto yvedre d%smg the I‘rl1va5 d or
where the American Army had surrendered on May Incepedencee. h n Julyhy,
12. This was the worst defeatHerAhercaasdans in 1780, 6,000 French troops

the wart. Chrnwalliss steatestinimven overth pviti under Lieutenant General

i - Count Rochambeay/eft)
Virginia as his goab try to cut off the south from .
thegrest of the c%?onieg (Washington ~ had barely

3000) arrived at Newport,

Rhode Island, with

instructions to help
Washington recapture New York and other ports, but
nothing came of it faror®thahanyegear.

In a series of
battles fought over
the next year, the

Americans
continued to ) )
oppose the In preparation for the 1780 campaign,

Washington had offered Benedict Arrdid,
2]9 %ZY:&%??W € be/o_w):ommand of om_nlf of his army, but Arnold .
In these battles. the declined, requesting instead command of the vital
De bnuane mm fort at West Point, New Y(_)rk._ In Septemigd, 1780,
under the while returning from a visit with Rochambeau, news
of the darkest kind came to Washington, a report of

—_——N g%rgtr:l;nd Rob:rft the treason of General Benedict Arnold. The hero of
Kirkwood played a ngbec and Saratoga ‘and ot_he_r campaigns,
prominent role. They suffered many haFdships--mf?;gjted by pmdﬁilﬁmndnma%Mﬁﬁﬂﬁ
lack of foodpaagtdthimngoaadd epideeemeatssfdothiedir g itish tnl?wswh |||m||dm| dl b ;‘t mwwh' it ked
casualtiesbut never the will to fight on. The were ritish. 0 wou e next?,” Washington asked.
defeated in some battles, soene averave, dragvoaed o élCh_W&S the darkest hour before dawn in the
the battle of Cowpens in South Caroluas a merican Revolution.
maghnificent victory, recently retoldtie niusies,
“The Patriot.” Cornwallis continued to advance, bu
it was obvious that he too—— = =
was running out of men
and supplies, and, more
importaniyy, hiee wass
unable to get much
support for the British
cause from the local &&
population. He wasA
ordered to march td
Virginia where he coul
be picked up by t
British navy. :

Washington, wishing to avenge his
humiliating loss of New York in 1776, had
persuaded Rachbezhwetnatizatkaldle W &ork onkAngusgust
1781. While moving their troofis do gpwsmad
arrived that Admiral de Grasse and the French fleet
had avoided the British fleet in the Caribbean
commanded by Admiral Sir George Rodney, a distant
cousin of Caesar Rodrnbyg, Phesitlestdgoléyndeyodr) o
Delaware. De Grasse would arrive soon at the mouth
of Chesapeake Bay, but would be able to stay only f
a short time. The stage was now set to cancel the
attack on New York and secretly move the American
and French forcesutouth lirgihigin lay Isiggeetye to
Cornwallis at Yorktown.




Arriving at Philadelphia, 1,200 Continental peace treaty was signed in 1783. When the fighting
Army soldiers, boarded-tavges to head down the was over, Captain Kirkwood and the Delaware
Delaware River to the Christina River, unloading atContinentes nenatinesti 7720 milkes hseelk to Chmitisamen
Christiana Bridge. Soon an army with baggage trairBridge. No other single regiment in the American
camp followers, and livestock, five times bigger th army had a longer and more continuous term of
the entire population of Wilmington, moved down service, marched more miles, suffered greater
what is novRdtnetd B8 Philadelphia PikeThd&he hardships, fought in more battles or achieved great
French wore splendichiformigtmsTheT Renénicansansdistinction thamhikis e efob Blalaar.e.
marched with great determination even though they
lacked hbe"spjtianddppbsbhobftibeFFenBEndirench After Yorktown, Lauzun’s Leddgoicteddiolgpk
forces moved through Wilmington in two divisionsthe French army, returned to Wilmington in the
on September 6 and 7, 1781. One division campedwinter of 17821783 to block any possible British
near what isomcivee Akldem Sttestt Shiopmingy Ceenteer attack. Some 550 grenadiers, chasseurs, and
near 195. The second camped just south of Newportcannoneers and their 280 horsesdstayettheat the

Spectators weeds asolsiddserandnwagegsnmoveded Wilmington
through Christiana and on to Old Balenfike,Pike, Academy
past the scene of th& 1 BattkaticCobClvsdBiiiBeidge (where the
to camp near Iron Hill. From there by boat and by Grand Opera
foot, the American and French armies moved on to House now
Yorktown. stands on
Market Street),
Joining thieem weeee tWwoo coomppaiess, 755 neaw and in houses
recruits and 10 “old soldiers” from Delaware, the and stables
latter presumably invalids of Kirkwood's nearby. Their
Continentals who had come north to recuperate. At visit was
Yorktown, these two Delaware companies were welcomed,
assigned to serve under General WeshiMytatisigton’s especially

chief of artillery. After the surrender of Cdiswal because¢hélyepajchidn isilgdvefofopupcihalsases. Sddoene
on October 19, 1781, to the consnirfeciricleranidand deserted to stay in America, and others whose
American armies four years to the day after the anlisiments had ended a@lso Siayed. Wicamy
victory at Saratogahese men continued their 550 Delawareans waved a sadhysoudhen the Legion

mile march to join Captain Kirkwdad SoutGouth left. Yorktown proved to be the final decisilee bat
Carolina. The victory at Yorktown essentially of the war. Independence had been achieved. Spain
marked the end of the war. Fighting on a muchand the Netherlands had helped with money but it
reduced scale continued for two more years until awas the Fneholvhohioalclaelysdoett ¢hmaosbst.



Questions to consider:

1.

Where did the Delaware
Continentals fight their first
battle?

Who was Benedict Arnold?

What strategy (general plans) did
the British adopt to defeat the
Americans?

Why is the University of Delaware
mascot the “Fightin’ Blue Hen"?
How are the exploits of Capt.
Robert Kirkwood commemorated?
Where were the first battles of the
Revolution fought?

What countries helped the
Americans during the Revolution?

Answers:
sy

the Delaware Continental

Seize the major ports and
To honor the name given {o
Regiment that carried

cut off sections of the

Ticonderoga and Saratog
colonies

Traitor at West Point
Lexington and Concord,
Mass, April 19, 1775
Netherlands, Spain, but

Kirkwood Highway, the
mostly Franc

fighting gamecocks into
town of Kirkwood are
named for him

Long Island, New York
battle.

Hero of Quebec,

Washington and Rochambeau plan
to move south from New England

The Siege at Yorktown...
British forces surrender,

October 17, 1781

Water
route

Spring, 1781

The Washingten-
Rochambeau route in
Delaware.

On themaaotk-througl
the First State to
victory at Yorktown
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